
Key Issues in Post-Election Zimbabwe – August 2018 
 
 
Zimbabwe held general elections on 30 July 2018. According to the Zimbabwe Election 
Commission (ZEC), the incumbent, Emmerson Mnangagwa (Zanu PF), has avoided a run-off 
by winning 50.8% of votes in the presidential elections. ZEC has also declared that Zanu PF 
have a majority in parliament by winning 145 (out of 210) seats. The results are heavily 
disputed by the opposition MDC Alliance and many Zimbabwean civil society organisations. 
 
While election day itself passed peacefully, ACTSA had warned that a variety of structural 
problems meant that the playing field was highly uneven, undermining the prospect of free 
and fair elections. On top of these structural problems, specific issues of concern on 30 July 
include: 

 ZEC failed to release the final voters’ roll before polling. 

 Zanu PF activists tried to steal ballot papers at some polling stations and some 
undesignated polling stations were discovered. 

 Some voters who had inspected their names during the inspection period were told 
to go and vote in areas where they had not registered. 

 Some Zanu PF activists engaged in vote buying through the use of food and other 
items. 

 Some citizens who were able to vote on their own were forced to declare that they 
needed assistance; some citizens who actually required assistance were not 
provided with it. 

 Some traditional leaders contested the elections as Zanu PF candidates, which is a 
breach of the law (as the constitution states that traditional leaders are meant to be 
politically neutral). 

 Some opposition election agents were intimidated and threatened at polling stations; 
in certain cases it is alleged that they were barred from observing the vote counting 
process. 

 Some polling stations failed to post the results of the presidential election outside their 
stations, in breach of the law. 

 The state media continued to be highly biased in favour of Zanu PF. 
 
On 1 August, Zimbabwean security forces fired live ammunition, teargas and water cannons 
at demonstrators, and also used batons and whips against them. At least six civilians are 
reported to have been killed and scores of civilians injured in the violence, which took place 
just two days after the elections.  
 
In addition to the genuine concerns regarding the elections, the President must answer 
serious questions about: the security forces’ use of lethal force against civilians; police 
interference with the press conference organised by the MDC Alliance on 3 August; allegations 
that security forces have carried out dozens of abductions, beatings and rapes in the centre 
and north-eastern parts of the country; and reports that the police are hunting for nine senior 
opposition officials in connection with the post-election violence. 
 
There must be an independent investigation into all actual and reported abuses of human 
rights since the elections, and those responsible for abuses must face justice in line with 
international standards.   
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