Public Statement on AngloGold Ashanti and Gold Mineworkers with Silicosis and
Tuberculosis in Southern Africa
In April 2017, Action for Southern Africa (ACTSA) published the briefing paper Coughing Up.
The paper argues that AngloGold Ashanti and other companies in the Occupational Lung
Disease Working Group (OLDWG) not only made huge profits from apartheid gold, but in
doing so they completely neglected the health and safety of black mineworkers, leading to
so many of them developing the diseases silicosis and tuberculosis (TB).
A settlement reached in March 2016 with AngloGold Ashanti and Anglo American South
Africa, while welcome and positive, is limited to 4,365 claimants. It is not a comprehensive
industry-wide settlement. A class action filed in the High Court of South Africa in December
2012 and certified in May 2016 seeks to achieve an industry-wide compensation scheme.
However, the OLDWG companies are appealing all aspects of the class action certification.
ACTSA, in solidarity with a range of South African civil society organisations, has
campaigned for justice for Southern African gold mineworkers with silicosis and TB since
2012. We call on AngloGold Ashanti and the other mining companies to urgently provide
proper medical screening, decent financial compensation and healthcare, and adequate
support for all ex- and current mineworkers suffering from silicosis and TB. To this end, we
call on AngloGold Ashanti to answer the following questions.
1) Why are AngloGold Ashanti and other OLDWG companies appealing all aspects of the
class action certification?
2) Do you believe that the broad terms of any settlement of the class action should be at
least as good as the terms of the March 2016 settlement?
3) When was the last time you met with the legal representatives of the mineworkers that
brought the class action?
4) Will you commit to meeting regularly, at least quarterly, with the legal representatives of
the mineworkers bringing the class action, as well as with the National Union of Mineworkers
(South Africa), in order to bring about a comprehensive industry-wide settlement that is fair
to ill mineworkers?
5) In terms of implementing the March 2016 settlement, Anglo American stated (at its AGM
on 24 April) that 700 of the 4,365 claimants had been paid out. Is this also your
understanding and how many claimants have been assessed so far?
6) Would it be possible to receive more regular (e.g. quarterly) and detailed updates
regarding the implementation of the March 2016 settlement?
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